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Mr & Mrs M 


Off London Road 
Crays Hill Village 
Billericay 


Essex 

4 th December 2006- 


Dear Christine Symes 

In response to your letter dated 17 November 2006: 

Gypsies/Travellers by definition lead a nomadic life. People who have clearly decided to 
abandon a gypsy life style and settle permanently occupy the illegal settlement in question, but 
in a manner which is in defiance of the law, unlike the law-abiding citizens who must purchase 
or rent property where planning permission has been granted. In all areas and in particular areas 
such as the Basildon district where house prices are relatively high, for many getting started on 
the property ladder is impossible or extremely difficult, many others have to struggle to exist 
due to their high mortgage repayments and council taxes. This is injustice perpetrated on a 
grand scale. 

We read ‘‘Basildon District Council Strategic Plan 2004-2007” with interest and found it 
included admirable themes such as: 

“Improving the quality of life for the people of the district” 

“Health and social well-being” 

“Living in a clean and pleasant environment” 

“Improving homes whilst protecting green spaces” 

“A vibrant community” 

Since the influx of “Travellers”, we, with good reason, no longer feel safe, our health and social 
well-being have suffered. The environment is no longer as clean and pleasant. The green belt is 
being abused and a once vibrant community suffocated. The village school gravely disrupted. 

Since it is common knowledge. We are made fully aware that this huge site with its illegal 
constructions is a no-go area with all the impunity that generates. 

We understand that Basildon District Council is already host to more than 106 authorised sites, 
including one at Crays Hill, where the original occupants coexisted for many years. Is it a fact 
that they have now left, effectively evicted by the “Travellers” who now benefit from their 
departure? This is disgraceful! 

Land can be bought relatively cheaply because it is designated green belt. What is Green Belt? 
From Basildon Council web site, we understand it is unspoilt land, which helps to protect the 
countryside etc. Land to which special planning policies apply! 

This green belt land has inexplicably been allowed by local and central government to be 
illegally developed. Please forgive our naivety, but why are these applications still being 
considered? Isn’t the fact that they are illegal and in defiance of planning laws enough! What is 
the point of laws and regulations? If Authorities do not enforce them, we have anarchy. 

Consider the implications if this affair is allowed to continue, a precedent is set for further 
violations of the law. Green Belt land adjacent to the “Travellers” site would be almost 
worthless, as the residents of Crays Hill already know to their cost. It would be an open 
invitation for anyone to take advantage of an inept system of law. 

Apparently ‘Travellers’ are allowed to set up home, cheaply because they disregard the laws, but 
we must not object on the perceived effect on home or property prices. The mind boggles at the 
injustice. We hope that this injustice, discrimination and prejudice against local people will soon 
be in the past and that we can look foiward to a brighter future. Surely this unauthorised 
development (and on such a huge scale), should never have been allowed and the very serious 
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- and adverse impact on the local neighbourhood be so neglected. Justice and common sense 
demand that you act to end the antagonism between two conflicting communities (one which 
abides by the law and the other which flouts the law) or we fear, are you being coerced into 
doing nothing, in which case, your planning laws, your green belt policy, your strategic plan and 
the past ruling from the Secretary of State, are rendered worthless. 

On a personal note: I am very angry and frustrated towards the government and authorities for 
allowing this matter to fester for far to long. Why tolerate the arrogant unprincipled manner in 
which ‘Travellers’ behave towards law and order, the environment and the genuine citizens of 
Crays Hill and elsewhere, it is painfully obvious that it is their intention to set up permanent 
residence, but not, apparently, in a proper, legal and acceptable manner. 

Owing to serious medical problems, which include a heart condition and hypertension, (only 
mentioned because stress and heart disease are synonymous) I try to quell any antagonism I feel 
towards all those responsible for making me feel so distraught and at risk, but with constant 
reminders, this is impossible. 

Not even by the wildest stretch of the imagination could anyone ever have believed that such a 
scandalous unauthorised development on such a huge scale, ever been allowed to happen and 
that the very serious and adverse impact on the local neighbourhood be so neglected for so long. 
We have attended many of the countless meetings and listened to the views of the “Travellers” 
representatives both professional and otherwise with dismay and disbelieve at their lack of 
integrity in the arguments put forward, we could give typical examples, but you will be/or 
should be already aware of these facts. If planning permission is given and the threat of 
eviction removed, life for the true residents of Crays Hill will be even more intolerable. 

On issues that can be taken into account, and without any disregard to the heartfelt importance of 
the foregoing there is undoubtably a massive increase in the noise, disturbance and traffic levels 
(any claim tliat this is due to through traffic taking a short cut is ludicrous). 

All the applications are unequivocally in conflict with national and local planning policies in the 
area and also contravene the housing needs of Basildon’s settled community. 

The appearance of the proposed applications, from our own observation of the existing site, can 
only be described as an eyesore and completely out of character with neighbouring buildings and 
the surrounding area. 

We now receive so many commiserations by everyone we have contact, outside the now 
notorious village of Crays Hill, even though we are the unfortunate victims of this whole fiasco, 
we try to avoid the embarrassing pity. Please give us back that which should never have been 
taken away, human rights of dignity, security, to be able to air our views without fear of 
intimidation or reprisal, a sense of well being, peace of mind and the opportunities, which in a 
fair society, we should be able like every other home owner, take for granted. 

We wholeheartedly agree that ‘Gypsies/Travellers’ have equal rights, rights that justifiably 
belong to every person who comply with the laws of the land and abide by the rules and 
regulations the community. 

We have experienced on a number of occasions the tlireatening and intimidating manner of the 
“Travellers” (more than 4 years experience) and regrettably have decided that we wish to remain 
anonymous due to the fear of reprisals. 

Yours sincerely 

Residents of Crays Hill 


